
Introduction to Read 
Write Inc. at Marldon

Primary School



What is Read Write Inc?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ&ab_ch

annel=RuthMiskinTraining

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ&ab_channel=RuthMiskinTraining


Before we begin teaching RWI, we 
need to know what the children 

already know. Each child is assessed, 
and this assessment determines the 

group your child will go into.



Assessments are completed each 
term and children are re-grouped 
accordingly. This helps us to make 
sure your child is always learning at 
the right level for them.



Teaching reading 
and blending 
sounds



Speed Sounds: sets 1, 2 and 3

The set 3 complex sounds are 
taught at Blue and Grey level to 
include split digraphs and 
alternative spellings for sounds.

All the set 1 sounds are taught in EYFS up 
to green level then consolidated at purple 
level. Your child will start set 2 sounds 
when they are ready.

The set 2 
sounds are 
taught in pink 
and orange 
groups, then 
consolidated 
in yellow 
group.



Speed Sounds: Pure Sounds
Ø It is vital that we teach our children to pronounce the 

sounds correctly.
Ø We call these Pure Sounds.
Ø https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q&t

=7s&ab_channel=RuthMiskinTraining

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q&t=7s&ab_channel=RuthMiskinTraining


Blending Sounds 
Once the children have learnt some sounds they can 
start to blend them to begin to read words. In RWI, we 
call this “Fred Talk”. 

Fred only speaks in sounds!
He helps the children listen to the sounds and begin to 
blend them.



Fred Talk or Fred in your head

As the children become more confident (around pink 
level), they should be encouraged to ‘Fred in your head’ 
rather than sounding every word out loud (Fred Talk). 



Green Words

These are words which the 
children can “fred talk”.   



Red Words

These are words which the children 
cannot “fred talk”.  



Teaching how 
to spell and 
write 



Rhymes to Write!

To help the children write the 
sounds, we use a rhyme.
These link to the letter 
pictures.

When the children write, 
they are taught the correct 
sitting position and pencil 
grip.



Writing Words
Once the children are secure writing some letters, as with reading, we 

begin to blend the letters to write some words. Again, we use Fred!
Children are taught to use their fingers to help them write words. 

The children say the word out loud and break it down into its individual sounds. 
If a word has 3 sounds, children hold up 3 fingers, 4 sounds 4 fingers etc. 

Children then pinch each finger as they say the sounds needed in the word then 
they write the letters that represent each sound. As the children become more 

confident, we encourage them to do this in their head. 



Reading Books in school
RWI gives children books that contain only the sounds they know.

In school, they read a book as part of RWI lessons, modelled by 
the adult, and then with partners. Some groups read the book 
multiple times to support decoding, fluency and comprehension.

In addition to RWI lessons, children in Venus, Mars and Mercury 
will have whole class reading lessons. This is when they read a 
chosen text and practice comprehension skills. When children 
reach grey level of RWI, they will progress to daily whole class 
reading in place of RWI. 



Home Reading
In Venus class, your child will continue to bring home 2 

books per week – one of these will be a reading for 
pleasure book and the other a RWI book.

In Year 1, your child will initially be bringing home two 
books each week – a RWI book & a reading for pleasure. 

When your child reaches orange RWI level, they will 
have encountered set 1 and set 2 sounds. At this point, 

they will be assessed for a banded book. This could 
happen in Year 1 or Year 2 depending on your child’s 

progress. Banded books will support the development of 
your child’s comprehension.



Accelerated Reader
Once they have reached grey RWI level, your child will 
be assessed to progress on to AR (Accelerated Reader). 
This is a system that we use throughout KS2 to track 

children’s comprehension. 

Children start by completing a star reading test, which 
gives them a reading range. They can then select books 

from our library within their range. Once they have 
completed their book, they take a short quiz on AR 

which indicates whether they have understood the book. 



Thank You!


