
   
 

   
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to year 1! The children have had a fantastic first week in Mars Class and are settling in 

well.  

I just wanted to give you some information about how year 1 works and how you can support your 

child at home.  

Reading: 

Your child has now been issued a reading record diary and reading book. Please try to listen to your 

child read for around 10 minutes each evening where possible. This should include practising 

recognising sight words and sounding and blending unfamiliar words. Please also include some 

comprehension questions (using the book mark provided) about what they have read. This is an 

important part of reading and should be developed alongside actually reading the words. Our book 

change days are Monday and Thursday. It would really help us if you could make a short comment 

when they read with you about anything they did well and also anything we can continue to support 

them with at school. Once the book has been read twice we will be able to change it. Your child 

might repeat a book they had in reception. This will help them to build their confidence recognising 

sight words and allows you to ask more tricky questions as it will be more familiar to them. “Teach 

your monsters to read” is a fantastic website to make reading fun. It is free to sign up and believe it 

can be used on most tablets. We would really encourage you to sign up to this as your child can do it 

independently for practise or with you alongside the school books. You will also receive log in details 

for Bug Club which is an online library. You will find a large range of books at a suitable level for your 

child which can be read alongside the school books. Please remember to write in when you have 

read your book even if it is from Bug Club. 

 PE: 

PE will be on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. The children will have a session led by Achieve4All 

practising basic skills such as throwing and catching outside and an indoor session led by me. Please 

ensure your child’s PE kit is always in school and they have suitable clothing for both indoor and 

outdoor sessions particularly as the temperature starts to drop. Please also ensure everything is 

labelled clearly with your child’s name to avoid items becoming lost.   

Show and Tell: 

Show and Tell is a fantastic opportunity for developing speaking and listening skills such as asking 

and answering questions. It also develops turn taking and being respectful for other peoples’ 

property. We will be doing Show and Tell on Fridays. Please see the list on the classroom window 

with the dates for your child’s turn. Now that the children are in year 1 we would encourage the 

children to bring in work they have done, something they have made or achieved etc. We would also 

love the see things which link to our Learning Challenge Curriculum topic (see below). We would like 

the children to begin by explaining why they chose to show their object and why it is special to them 

or why they are proud of it. This is not an opportunity to show toys and games from home. Part of 

year 1 is to increase the amount of responsibility the children are given. We will encourage the 

children to be responsible for anything which is brought into school from home by using their tray 

where appropriate to keep it safe.  

  

 



   
 

   
 

 

Learning Challenge Curriculum: 

As a school our topic based work is done within the Learning Challenge Curriculum which allows all 

of the foundation subjects to be taught around a key question which changes each half term. The 

key question this half term is “What materials should Percy use to build a shelter?” The topic map 

included shows what this will look like for each subject.  

 

 I hope this gives you all of the information you need. Please come and see me if there is anything 

you are unsure about.  

Thank you for your support, 

Mrs Bell 

 


